SAMPLE INTROS

Self-defense, the theme of Black Boy, is a very interesting topic.  People have very mixed reactions to the idea of a kid being told to go defend himself physically.  Our society doesn’t know how to handle violence.  This story got me thinking about my beliefs in defending yourself.
Of all the stories in this unit, Black Boy was the one I related to the easiest.  As a teenage boy, self-defense and fighting are big issues.  There are many views on self-defense.  Some people think all violence is wrong and others think that the only way to end violence is to be violent back.

SAMPLE CONCLUSIONS

I hope you can see that I don’t support violence, but I recognize that it is out there.  Kids need to learn how to stick up for themselves or someone will be there to take advantage of them.  I respected the lesson the mother taught her son in this story - even though it was a tough one.  

Self-defense is necessary in the world we live in.  Parents who don’t teach their kids to defend themselves are setting them up to be picked on by all the meaner kids.  It’s not an easy lesson to learn, but the younger you learn it, the better.  Black Boy was lucky to have a mom that loved him enough not to over protect him.  I’m sure that in the long run he will be thankful he learned to stick up for himself.

