Senior
Constitution Day

Activity

Goals:

· Celebrate the Constitution of the United States

· Recognition of the significance of that document.

· Analyze the development of government through the Greeks to our Constitution.

· Assess the impact of the development of the Constitution, in both philosophical and a legal sense.
Materials:

 “Aristotle: In Search of the Best Constitution” (copies for students @ http://www.crf-usa.org/constitution_day/9b12_aristotle.pdf)
Procedure:

Step #1 Discuss the origin of Constitution Day
· Established by Congress in 2005 to ensure that all American schools recognize the importance of the Constitution.
· Discuss the significance of the Constitution as a founding document and a “living” form of governance.
Step #2 Read “Aristotle: In Search of the Best Constitution”
· Students read “Aristotle” document

Step #3 Activity
· Teachers can choose one of the three “Discussion and Writing” activities or the “Two Countries” activity
Closure/Reflection:

Have the students reflect by answering the following question…

· Do you think that Aristotle would approve of our form of government? Why or why not?
